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INTRODUCTION 



There are few fami(ie$ in Russia better* 
known than that of Tatistehef. It is related 
that in the time of Basil Dimitrievich ( 1 35*9- 
14^5), a governor of Novgorod, named Basil 
Iourievitch, having discovered a plot against 
the Grand-Duke, caused the conspirators to be 
seized and sent to Moscow. This incident, it is 
said, gained him the surname of Tat-Istchef, 
Seeker of Evil-doers . Be this, however, the ori- 
gin of his name or not, it is certain that from 
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Basil Iourievitch Tatistchef is descended the 
celebrated author of Russian History, and of 
the curious document now first published in 
English. 

Basil Nikititch was born in 1686, and from 
his earliest childhood manifested such an ardent 
love for study, that when Peter the First made 
a selection of the most intelligent young men for 
the purpose of sending them to finish their edu- 
cation in foreign lands, young Basil was one of 
the privileged number. He left Russia in 1 704, 
anj} it was probably his residence abroad that 
developed in him the taste for historical pursuits, 
and first inspired him with the desire of writing 
the history of his own country. On his re- 
turn, he married Mrs. Redkine, a widow, by 
whom he had two children, Eugraph and Eu- 
phrasia, and from whom he was separated 
some years later, as he tells us himself in his 
will. Employed at first in theCollege of Mines, - 
his career was one of the most brilliant success. 
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He was but thirty-five, when he was commis- 
sioned by Peter to improve the mining esta- 
blishments of the Oural mountains, and four 
years later he visited those of Sweden with the 
same object. 

At Stockholm he became acquainted with 
Strahlenberg, at that time engaged in the 
composition of his Description of the Russian 
Empire. It would seem that Tatistchef assisted 
the Swedish writer in his labours, and that he 
even solicited for him from the cabinet of Saint- 
Petersburgh the permission to dedicate this great 
work to the memory of Peter who had just died, 
a favour the Russian government refused to 
grant, notwithstanding the author's promise of 
devoting his preface to the recital of the memo- 
rable deeds of the departed Prince. This re- 
fusal changed the good will Strahlenberg en- 
tertained for Russia into dislike, and modified 
• the primitive plan of his work which appeared in 
1^30, under the title of Das nordrund-cestliche 
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Europa und Asia^ etc. In it we find the opi- 
nion of a great Russian lord upon the character 
of Peter I , an opinion that Sfrahlenberg gives 
as a kind of conciliatory midway between the 
sentiments of the enthusiastic admirers of the 
deceased monarch, and those of his bitterest 
adversaries. This lord can be no other than 
Tatistchef. 

The year 1730 is a memorable one in the 
annals of Russian history ; in it commenced the 
reign of a Czarine whose device was : Pelrus 
ma gnus, Anna major. Tatistchef showed him- 
self as zealous in the service of the new go- 
vernment as he had been in that of the two pre- 
ceding ones, and his rapid rise sufficiently testifies 
the esteem in which he was held by the Empress. 
He was pursuing his literary labours with ardour, 
when he was interrupted by a serious illness. 
Believing himself on the point of death, he 
wrote his will , a faithful expression of his in* 
most sentiments and of his christian spirit. 



This family document was composed in 1734, 
when he was forty-eight years of age. Recover- 
ing his health, he resumed his habitual labours, 
and the Empress lavished marks of her favour on 
him. He was created Privy-Counsellor, Grand- 
Master of the Mines, and charged with the reor- 
ganisation of the mining service in Siberia, and 
the compilation of a code of laws for the mines. 
In 174** he was named governor of Astrachan, 
and entrusted especially with the direction of 
the affairs of the Kalmoucks. This nomination, 
even while it testified the good-will of the Em- 
press towards him, soon became a source of 
sorrow which clouded the last years of his admi- 
nistrative career. Unable to agree with the 
administrator of the Khanat, after several 
unpleasant misunderstandings, he was denoun- 
ced at Saint-Petersburgh by his adversary, and 
finally in 1744 received orders to remit his 
government into the hands of the lieutenant- 
general Jeropkine. Tatistchef immediately re- 



tired to his estate of Boldino, near Moscow, 
where he passed the remainder of his life, guar- 
ded as a prisoner. 

His grandson Rotislas, the only member of 
his family who shared this retreat with him , 
has left us the following details on the last mo- 
ments of the celebrated historian. Feeling his 
strength rapidly declining, he.sent to Moscow for 
his son Eugraph, who with his wife immedia- 
tely obeyed the summons. On the eve of his 
death, the old man , now past seventy years of 
age, wishing to be present once more at the 
Holy Mass, mounted his horse and rode to the 
Parish Church, three wersts distant. After the 
Mass, he went to the cemetery, and showing the 
priest who accompanied him the place where 
his ancestors reposed, chose near them the spot 
where he also wished to lie, and desired that 
the grave might be dug at once. Having begged 
the priest to come to him the next morning to 
confess him and administer the last sacraments, 



— XI — 

he returned home in a carriage, for he was too 
feeble to remount his horse. 

On arriving at Boldino, he found awaiting him 
a courier from Saint-Petersburgh, bearer of an 
imperial ukase, by which her Majesty declared 
him perfectly innocent and conferred on him the 
order of Saint Alexander Nevski. 

Deeply touched by this great, though tardy 
favour, Tatistchef wrote a letter of thanks to Eli- 
zabeth which he placed in the hands of the 
courier together wich the brilliant decoration. 
The guard was now raised and the exile of Bol- 
dino once more restored to liberty, — liberty he 
enjoyed, alas! but a few short hours, if indeed his 
heart were still capable of enjoying the things of 
this world. 

The next morning, the i5th of July 1750, 
he confessed and received the holy communion, 
and then conversed with the members of his 
family present, and blessed them. After having 
bidden farewell to all around him, he requested 



that the ceremony of Extreme Unction might 
be commenced. It was not yet ended when he 
breathed his last sigh. He was seventy-five 
years of age. The coffin destined to receive his 
remains had long been ready; he had not only 
ordered it himself, but had -even helped to 
make it. 

It remains for us to speak of Tatistchef as a 
writer. The great number of works left by 
him on different subjects testify his fecundity and 
the variety of his acquirements. Unfortunately 
many of these writings, more or less finished, pe- 
rished in a fire; but among those that have been 
madepublic,we may cite, besides the presentWill , 
his Remarks on Jurisprudence and the ancient 
Russian code, printed at Moscow in 1768 and 
1786, and his Historical, political and civil Rus- 
sian Dictionary, published at Saint-Petersburg 
in 1793. 

But Tatistchef s principal literary labour, that 
which has immortalized his name, is his Russian 
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history ' 'Rossiiskai a Istori a' ' a work of great meri t 
certainly, but far from being irreproachable in 
a critical point of view, and which has proved 
a real apple of discord among the learned of 
Russia. In composing his history, Tatistchef 
drew from sources , many of which remain still 
undiscovered , and was the first to publish the 
chronicle of Joachim ( Jakimoukaia lietopsis ) 
until then entirely unknown. Schloeger, the 
oracle of the time, reproached him this as a 
crime and treated him as an inventor of fables. 
The opinions of the sceptical professor of Goet- 
tingen were echoed by the multitude, and 
the veracity of Tatistchef was impeached . Never- 
theless reclamations more or less powerful have 
been continually raised in his favour, and now 
especially that recent discoveries have been 
made, which agree perfectly with the docu- % 
ments furnished by the mysterious Joachim and 
other chroniclers, the duty of reestablishing the 

good name of the historian and of repairing the 

2 



wrong done to his reputation is felt more strong- 
ly than ever. 

Those who have Tatistchef s honour at heart, 
do not think it sufficient to assert that no one 
before him had ever collected and examined 
so great a number of documents ; they add that 
none of his contemporaries possessed so many 
of the qualities required for writing a history of 
his country. Of Russian origin, he compre- 
hended the annals of his native land far better 
than the erudite strangers summoned to Saint- 
Petersburgh to till the uncultivated fields of its 
history; his birth, his rank, his wide connec- 
tions, his travels in foreign lands, the impor- 
tant offices he filled, all rendered easy to him 
the acquisition of materials inaccessible to 
others, and enlarged the sphere of his acquire- 
ments. Nor do they forget his love for study, 
\iis perseverance in his literary labours, which 
all, friends or enemies, acknowledged him to 
possess, and which never failed him during the 
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thirty years he devoted to the preparation and 
composition of his History. 

His Will now first translated into English , 
will be found interesting in the highest degree 
as a picture of manners at a period when we 
are accustomed to imagine that Russia was only 
just struggling into the life and light of the civi- 
lisation, already so diffused throughout the more 
southern lands of Europe. The counsels of the 
father to his son may be read, too, with as much 
profit now as then, for they are admirable in 
their spirit of piety, of honesty, of delicacy, and 
of good sense. 



BASIL 



THE WILL 

OF 

TATISTCHEF 



MY DEA.R SON, 

When thou wast young, thou girdedst 
thyself, and walkedst whither thou woul- 
dest ; but when thou shalt be old, thou 
shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another 
shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou wouldest not. (S. John, xxi, 18. ) 

These words that our Lord addressed 
to saint Peter to mark the kind of death 



by which that apostle would one day- 
glorify his God, may be interpreted in va- 
rious ways, but whatever interpretation be 
adopted, they still tell us that in the bloom 
of youth, and in the bosom of prosperity, 
we take little heed of the law of God and 
of our salvation, but give the reins to all 
the desires of the flesh. Thus Solomon 
calls youth vanity and vexation of spirit; 
Job exclaims : Thou writest bitter things 
against me, and makest me to possess the 
iniquities of my youth (xm, 26); and 
David entreats the Lord to forget the 
transgressions of his youth and the sins of 
his ignorance (Ps. xxv, 27). In short, in 
the young it is the heart that rules and not 
the reason. But when old age comes on, 
when pain afflicts the body, then reason 
enfranchised gains the upper hand ; then 
past excesses are recognized, and we be- 



gin to interest ourselves concerning the 
sole good; that is to say we begin to 
study the will of our Creator and Lord ; 
to meditate his law, to open our eyes to that 
light which shows the way of salvation, 
and illuminates the narrow path by which 
we journey. Then it is no longer a blind 
will that governs us , but the divine law, 
the grace which formerly inspired saint 
Peter with the courage to confess Jesus 
Christ by a holy and glorious death. 

Nevertheless it is not the number of 
years we count which make old age ; sick- 
ness, grief, misfortune make us old be- 
fore our time, by purifying our reason, 
as we read in the Wisdom of Solomon 
(iv, 9), a spotless life is old age. It is not 
then surprising to see the young some- 
times rein in their desires, mortify their 
bodies, and endeavour to find favour 
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with their Creator according to the counsel 
of the Holy Spirit, He shall cry to me y 
and I will hear him; I am with him in tri- 
bulation , / will deliver him, and I will 
glorify him. (Ps. xci, i5.) 

These are the words of eternal life. We 
hear them often, we understand the sense 
of them, but when we should put them in 
practice, they are forgotten. To what 
purpose then does the divine law serve 
us? fVhat hast thou to do to declare my 
statutes, or that thou shouldest take my 
covenant in thy mouth ? Thou callest me 
Lord, and thou doest not my works. In 
truth if we do not repent, we merit eter- 
nal chastisement. 

We often, also, hear this other counsel : 
Watch and pray tliat ye may not yield to 
temptation. The kingdom of Heaven is 
near ; death, we know, will come like a 
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thief; the parable of the foolish virgins, 
and that of poverty-stricken Lazarus, in- 
culcate the same truth. In spite of this, 
prosperity makes us look upon it as foreign 
and indifferent to our salvation; even 
when some misfortune happens to us, 
such as an illness, instead of sincerely 
and promptly repenting of our sins, we 
delude ourselves with vain hopes. All 
will be right, we say; health will most pro- 
bably return ; and we act in consequence ; 
all our cares are given to our body, and 
the soul is neglected. I will confess my- 
self one of these days, we repeat, I shall 
have time to appease divine wrath ; and 
deceived by these foolish hopes, we delay 
our return to God until it is too late, and 
the gates of mercy are closed against us. 

But there is another reasoning a little bet- 
ter than the preceding. We say to oursel- 



ves: If during my life I give nothing in cha- 
rity and make no restitutions, I can atone 
for it in my will. I will leave certain sums 
for masses, for the recitation of psalms (i), 
for incense and tapers — to build a church 
— to give to the poor — for a rich burial — - 
to buy a tomb in such a church or chapel. 
The thing is good and salutary in itself, 
but the intention often renders it vain 
and culpable. Let us take almsgiving for 
an example : that it is a good work, no 
one doubts, nevertheless it is a good work 
only when we have satisfied the claims of 
justice. The Gospel tells us: If therefore 
thou offer thy gift at the altar, and there 
if thou remember that thy brother hath 
any thing against thee, leave thy offering 
before the altar and go first to be recon- 

(1) In Russia it is the custom to recite psalms over 
the corpse until the day of burial. 
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tiled to thy brother. (Math, x, s3, 24) • 
The parable of the man who owed a thou- 
sand talents, and who was given up to 
the executioners until his debt was enti- 
rely paid, teaches us the same truth. If we 
must thus act concerning a material offer- 
ing, still more necessary must it be to 
discharge our duties towards our neigh- 
bour, when we are on the point of offer- 
ing to God, not the flesh and blood of ani- 
mals, not a sacrifice of any kind, but our 
soul ; that is to say, all that is most noble 
in us. 

As to the prayers and alms that may be 
made for us when we are dead, in order 
to implore the mercy of God, and to open 
to us the gates of Paradise, Heaven, I be- 
lieve, will not reject them, though I doubt 
if they will benefit us, the Holy Scriptures 
being formal on that point. Thus it is writ- 
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ten : Treasures of wickedness shall profit 
nothing, but justice shall deliver from death 
(Prov. x, 2.) And may it not be said to 
us likewise : Keep thy money to thyself to 
perish with thee, because thou hast thought 
that the gift of God may he purchased 
with money. (Acts, vm, 20.) And the 
Holy Spirit says also by the mouth of the 
royal prophet, PPhat profit is there in my 
blood, whilst I go down to corruption ? 
Shall dust confess to thee , or declare thy 
truth? And elsewhere, Shall any one in the 
sepulchre declare thy mercy, and thy truth 
in destruction? (Ps. lxxxvii, 12.) For 
there is no one in death, that is mindful 
of thee ; and who shall confess to thee in 
hell? 

These divine oracles prove sufficiently 
that after death there is no longer room 
for repentance , and that we must repent 
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before the sun sets for ever for us, before 
the gates of the Bridegroom are closed 
and the great gulf separates us from the 
elected. Still, if we have not been able 
during our lifetime to restitute or recom- 
pense, it is clear that in making compen- 
sation by our will , we perform an action 
salutary to the soul, and the more so be- 
cause in the eyes of God, a good intention 
has as much merit as a deed ; and sincere 
repentance, although tardy, will not be 
rejected by Him who said to the penitent 
thief : To day thou shalt be with me in 
Paradise. (Luke, xxjii, 43-) 

Retiring then within myself, and bowed, 
not under the weight of years , — for I 
have but just entered my forty- ninth 
year, — but under the burden of infir- 
mities , grief, and persecutions raised by 
powerful enemies , I feel my strength fail, 

3 



my flesh dry up like an earthen .vase, and 
my tongue cleave to my palate. I ask the 
Lord for nothing but the remission of my 
sins. What do I say ? When I contem- 
plate myself plunged in the filth of ini- 
quity, more guilty than the publican, 
than the prodigal son, than the adulteress 
and the thief, I am ashamed to approach 
the Lord ; I dare not look on him, and my 
only hope is in the infinite mercy of my 
Saviour, who has spoken this consoling 
word : / have come to call not the just but 
sinners. (Math, ix, i5.) 

It is in this sweet hope that I exclaim 
with the publican : Lord, have mercy on 
me a sinner; with the born-blind I cry : 
Jesus, son of David, have pity on me; 
and with the thief I pray : Lord, remember 
me when thou art in thy kingdom. Yes, 
Lord , I believe , and I confess that thou 
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hast descended from Heaven to save sin- 
ners, of whom 1 am the first, and that 
thou alone hast the power to pardon 
them. 

So far, I have spoken of the first com- 
mandment only, which is to love God 
with all our heart and to believe in him. 
But this is not enough; we must also 
love our neighbour as ourselves , or 
our love for God will be incomplete 
and false. True love, according to Saint 
Paul , is not barren , is not idle , is not 
sounding brass ; no , it is fruitful in 
works. Now who are nearer to us than 
wife and children , for whom the Holy 
Scripture solicits our hearts so pressingly, 
while it enjoins from them reciprocal af- 
fection? 

This is why, my dear son , I have made 
it my task to teach thee from thy child- 
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hood all that it is useful and necessary to 
know , and certainly capacity to learn 
does not fail thee, provided that thou 
wilt be diligent and reasonable. And 
now, exhausted and hopeless of seeing 
my days prolonged , I will , for the last 
time, fulfil this paternal duty. 

Firstly, with respect to my property, 
I have no arrangements to make. As thou 
art my sole heir, to thee also belong all 
sums proceeding from various debts, 
indicated elsewhere in authentic deeds. 
Thy sister Euphrasia received her share 
at her marriage. 

As to my funeral, 1 have one request 
only to make; let me be buried without 
pomp, according to the rites of the Church 
there where death surprises me. Not 
because I fear the expense ; no ; but in 
order that the number and burden of my 
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iniquities may not be augmented by the 
vain display now become the custom in 
our country. 

And now let me speak of what concerns 
thee especially ; this is saying enough to 
warn thee that the greatest attention to my 
words is necessary. 

I. 

The principal point is religion. Alrea- 
dy thou hast learnt much thereon in fre- 
quent conversations with me and with 
other persons ; nevertheless , it ought to 
be the object of our study from infancy 
to old age ; the knowledge that we derive 
from it is worth more than gold and sil- 
ver and precious stones. Study assi- 
duously the Holy Scriptures, the Cate- 
3 



chism and the Fathers of the Church , 
among whom I place in the first rank 
Saint John Chrysostom, Basil the Great , 
Gregory Nazianzen and Athanasius the 
Great. To these may be added the Ex- 
planation of the Decalogue and of the 
Beatitudes, and the Little A. B. C. (i), or 
Mirror for youth, books recently printed 
and which can follow the Catechism and 
moral treatises. All these should be read 
carefully so that the sense of them may be 
perfectly understood and retained in the 
memory. As to the Lives of the Saints 
contained in the Menkes, they suppose in 
the reader a certain knowledge ot the 
Holy Scriptures and much judgment, for 
they contain many facts entirely devoid 
of historical foundation, and which might 

(4) The first book printed by the convent of Alexan- 
der Newski, at Saint-Petersburgh. 



raise doubts with respect to all the rest 
in an unstable mind (i). Neverthe- 
less we must still remember that these 
things have been written for our edifi- 
cation , and in order to excite us to imi- 
tate the good actions of God's faithful 
servants. 

When thou art sufficiently grounded 
in the knowledge of thy own religion , it 
will be well to become acquainted with the 
works which treat of Creeds differing from 
our own, those of Luther, Calvin and the 
Pope (2). It is necessary on account of the 
frequent intercourse we are obliged to 
have with these heterodox sects , and also 

(4) Tatistchef refers to the Min&es of Dmitri Ros- 
tovski, a kind of Acta Sanctorum of the Greek church. 

(2) The Russians have the habit of confounding the 
catholics with the prolestants, as if the latter made part 
of the Roman church. 
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because those who converse with them on 
religious subjects are in danger of being 
deceived or seduced if ignorant of their 
doctrines. This is especially to be feared 
with the Papists, a sect extremely versed 
in the arts of disputation, and with whom 
it would be rash to enter into discussions 
on religious subjects unless thoroughly- 
competent, and the more so because their 
religion seems to approach our own very 
closely on several points concerning disci- 
pline, the ritual, the invocation of Saints, 
the worship of images, etc. (i). 

(4 ) The two churches approach so nearly that there is, 
in fact, but one single point that separates them, name- 
ly the supremacy of the Pope, and even this dogma is 
formally taught in the liturgical books of the Russian 
church. 
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II. 

It is highly necessary also that thou 
shouldst learn to read and write correct- 
ly (i), that thou shouldst know arithmetic, 
geometry, engineering, — at least as much 
as is necessary to become acquainted with 
the surface of our country , — and Rus- 
sian history, which thou wilt find suffi- 
ciently treated of in my writings , though 
perhaps without much order. Thou wilt 
also find on separate papers many notes 
and extracts from foreign authors ; and, 
if thy heart prompts thee, thou canst 

(4) This recommendation will not appear singular 
when it is remembered that towards the end of the 
xviith century , many Russian lords could not write 
their own names. 
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arrange these materials for thy own use 
or for the good of the public. 

As to geography which every gentleman 
ought to know, none has been written 
among us. I, it is true, have composed 
something on the subject, but it appears 
to me impossible to render my labours 
profitable without the aid of her Majesty. 
Nevertheless what I have done may be of 
great use to thee. 

Besides all this, it is indispensable to 
know the civil and military code of thy 
country ; for this purpose thou wilt read 
the Oulojenie(i) and the statutes of the 
navy and of the infantry. But it is not 
sufficient to read them once, thou must 
penetrate the sense of them so as to be 
able to apply them in case of need , and 

(4) Code published by the tsar Alexis Mikhailovitsch, 
father of Peter I. 



for this purpose also, intercourse with 
men of experience will be very profitable 
to thee, whether in advancing thy own 
affairs, or those of others. 



in. 



The respect due to parents ranks first 
in our love for our neighbour. The Holy 
Scriptures repeat this incessantly. Re- 
member the commandment. Sirach con- 
tains a whole chapter on this subject. 
Jesus Christ and his disciples inculcate it 
very frequently. Now although in conse- 
quence of certain events I am separated 
from my wife, thy mother, and the con- 
jugal tie is thereby broken (i), thou art 



(4) The Russian church allows divorce. 
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not therefore exempted of any act of filial 
piety towards her. Shouldst thou remark 
any defect in her, beware of imitating 
Ham ; follow rather the example of Shem 
and cover the nakedness of her weakness. 
And never let her weakness serve thee as 
an excuse to live as thy fancy dictates. 
Believe also that God never leaves unpu- 
nished the wrong done to the authors of 
our being, witness Absalom, the son of 
David (i). 

IV. 

At the age of eighteen thou wilt enter 
into the service of the State ; of this I shall 
speak hereafter ; at twenty-four it will be 
necessary to think of marriage (2) for it is 

(4) The mss. bears Solomon, an evident error. 

(2) Eugraph Vasilievitch followed the advice of his 
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written that God having created man and 
seeing that it was not good for him to be 
alone, gave him a helpmate and said to 
them : Increase and multiply and Jill the 
earth; a precept that it is our duty to 
follow, unless infirmity or other reasons 
prevent our doing so. In all cases it is 
certain that marriage is an act that requires 
much discernment. 

In the first place it must not be con- 
tracted too early. There are parents who 
prefer precocious unions imagining that 
by this means they keep their children in 
the path of duty, and find in them a 

father. His eldest child Rostislas came into the world 
before he had completed his twenty-fifth year ; after 
the death of his first wife, Euphrasia Zinovief, be mar- 
ried successively a Tcherkassof and Agrippina Ka- 
mienska. He had nine children of which five were 
boys. 

4 
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greater source of consolation . They are in 
the wrong. Firstly, because in friendship 
as in love the young are inconstant, and 
often after the first ardour their affection 
cools and dies ; secondly, engaged in the 
service of the State, frequently against 
their will, they are separated for years at a 
time from their wives and children, and 
nothing is more destructive of conjugal af- 
fection than these absences ; lastly, these 
early marriages are very prejudicial to the 
health. Thus, instead of the happiness 
anticipated, parents and children meet 
with nothing but trouble and regret. 
The best age consequently to marry is 
from twenty-two to thirty. 

In the second place : The choice of a 
wife. Marriage being an act of the heart, 
those who contract it, must best be able to 
judge of the reciprocity of the attachment. 
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For this reason, the law imposes a restraint 
on those parents and guardians who en- 
deavour to force a union. Nevertheless 
it is dangerous in an affair of such impor- 
tance, and on which all our future hap- 
piness frequently depends , to listen only 
to the dictates of our own heart. Love , 
we know, can blind us to make the sacri- 
fice of health, happiness, and even of life 
itself. However advantageous therefore . 
the match may appear to thee , thou 
shouldst take thereon the counsel of sure 
and experienced persons, and choose these 
counsellors rather from among thy kin- 
dred than from among strangers. 

Three things are afterwards to be con- 
* sidered in the woman thou wishest to 
marry : her person , her age , and her 
temper. Beauty is a bait that seduces 
many young men, and yet it is, they say, 
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in the finest apples that we find most 
worms. On the other hand, ugliness in a 
wife even when compensated for by much 
wit and a fidelity proof against all trials, 
offers the same dangers as advanced y«ars. 
For indeed scarcely has the first affection 
cooled, than the husband immediately 
turns his thoughts and his heart towards 
another, richer in beauty or youth, and 
thus the marriage tie is weakened and 
home and fortune equally ruined. There- 
fore in my opinion it is best to choose 
a wife with moderate charms and of the 
same age as thyself or younger. 

Another powerful attraction is wealth, 
and it certainly may procure some happy 
hours, but thou must not seek riches by 
marriage ; still less since thou hast already 
a competency. 

In the third place; a gentleman must 



take into consideration the rank of the 
family he wishes to enter. It is more im- 
portant 4han dowry. For in the bond of 
alliance is to be found the surest counsel, 
the quickest help and the best protection. 
And this bond cannot exist, if the wife 
be of lower or higher extraction than the 
husband. If of lower birth , however 
great her personal graces or irreprochable 
her conduct, she is inevitably involved in 
the contempt and want of consideration 
attached to the condition of her relatives. 
If of higher birth, she renders herself in- 
supportable by her haughty and disdainful 
manners. Therefore an equal rank is to 
be preferred. 

To conclude, and this is essential, a wife 
must have a healthy mind in a healthy bo- 
dy. Such a wife, says the Holy Scripture, 
is worth more than all the gold of the 
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world : she is the joy and the crown of her 
husband. It is well understood that the 
affection of husband and wife must be mu- 
tual and unchangeable, never blinded by 
jealousy . There are persons who pretend 
that jealousy is born of love ; my experience 
has taught me that it is the scourge and 
ruin of fidelity, as my wife is an example. 

And once more I repeat that thou must 
never act while under the influence of 
anger, but if thou remarkest any thing re- 
prehensible in the conduct of thy wife, 
endeavour to recall her into a better path 
by gentleness, without divulging her 
faults, without affecting to treat her with 
indifference before others. Do not for- 
. get that the wife is the helpmate of the hus- 
band , his friend and not his servant. 
Share with her the care of the education 
of thy children ; confide to her the mana- 



gement of thy household , though still 
keeping an eye on it thyself. 

For the rest, thou wilt find more ample 
doctrines concerning the duties of parents, 
of husbands and wives, and of masters, in 
the Holy Scriptures. Read these divine 
lessons with assiduity and endeavour to 
put them in practice. 

V. 

When in the service of the State, it is 
thy duty to devote thyself to all that is 
confided to thee, as if thy own interests 
were concerned, and to render to God, in 
the person of the sovereign, the honour 
and obedience that our Lord commands 
when he says : Render unto God what 
belongs to God, and unto Ccesar what be- 
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longs to Ccesar. If thou shouldst incur 
the displeasure of the monarch, attribute 
it either to thy faults, or to the calumny 
that God permits in order to chastise you, 
and be not excited to feel resentment. 

Obedience consists in two things , to 
refuse nothing and to ask nothing ; this is 
the secret of a contented life. This also is 
the doctrine of saint Paul and of his di- 
vine Master ; it ought to be our rule of 
conduct. But as our weakness prefers 
example to precept, I will place before 
you one in my own experience. It was 
in 1704, the year of my departure from 
home for service. My father, in bidding 
me farewell, recommended me strongly 
never to decline any charge however un- 
pleasant it might be, and never to seek 
one. Well, every time that I followed 
this counsel, I felt happy even in the 
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midst of the greatest vexations, and never 
have I refused anything or asked any- 
thing without having afterwards repented . 
And others have experienced the same 
thing. 

If faithful and devoted servants obtain 
merited favours and rewards, they have 
also their trials. Covetous, capricious, 
rapacious men spare them neither hatred 
nor calumny. I experienced this in the 
time of Peter the Great. I supported his 
Majesty's displeasure with a bitterly ach- 
ing heart, but strong in my innocence ; it 
was at last recognized, and procured for 
me from the Prince of worthy memory, a 
recompense sufficiently considerable and 
many great favours : as to the. calumnia- 
tors, they were covered with shame. 
Fear not then the attacks of the wicked ; be 
faithful to thy sovereign , and ready to 
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defend his honour and his interests even 
at the cost of thy blood if it be necessary, 
and do not imitate the example of those 
who set forth the liberty of other nations 
in the design of restraining the absolute 
power of the monarch. 

It would be the meaps of bringing the 
empire to the edge of a precipice, and the 
insensate attempts made some years since 
in our country are the proof of this (i). 
In short, and above all, keep State secrets 
inviolably, communicate them to no one ; 
be prudent in thy intercourse with the 

(4) Tatistchef alludes to the political disturbances 
which took place at the accession of the princess Anne in 
4730, and which were prepared by the princes Dolgo- 
rouky who had become very powerful under the reign 
of the young Peter II (4727-4730). The author will 
again refer to this subject farther on, so contrary to his 
principles was a liberal government, notwithstanding) 
which he passes in the eyes of the Russian clergy as a 
man of an in dependant spirit. 
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other sex and with flatterers, and in ge- 
neral never make them the subject of thy 
conversation ; if any one should endea- 
vour to lead thee to speak of them, try to 
change the subject in order to prevent all 
danger of revealing too much. 

VI. 

Nobles have three careers before them : 
the civil, the military, and the ecclesias- 
tical. They rarely embrace the latter , 
but if they do, they commence by becom- 
ing monks (i). The military career on 

(1) In the Russian church, this is the means of arriv- 
ing at a bishoprick, from which it is well known se- 
cular priests are rigourously excluded because they are 
obliged to marry. As to the vocation of the nobility, the 
author's remarks are as true in 4 860 as they were in 
his lifetimes. Peter I did his best to diminish the number 
and to disgust his subjects with a monastic life. 
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the contrary seems to have been created for 
them, and it must be entered into as soon 
as age and strength permit. If commen- 
ced too young, it is evidently dangerous to 
physical and moral health . Youths, natu- 
rally inclined to excess in every thing, lose 
not only their dignity and good man- 
ners, but are in danger of becoming vicious 
and consequently useless to themselves 
and to the State, when they are thrown 
too early into the midst of a vile and vulgar 
soldiery. Unhappily too many examples of 
this are to be seen. On the other hand, 
if they remain too long in the bosom of 
their families, they become accustomed 
to a soft and independent life, the re- 
verse of that of the soldier, which is all 
self-denial and submission, and which 
then becomes a burden beyond their 
strength. The best age for entering the 
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service is between eighteen and twenty- 
five. 

The distinctive virtue of a soldier is cou- 
rage ; but do not confound it with that 
passing excitement, which is allied to mad- 
ness, and injures more than it profits. 
Cowardice is the deepest opprobrium of a 
soldier, and it is the exact middle between 
these two extremes that ought as far as 
possible to be kept : — Never to rush rashly 
forwards, never to remain behind. 

VII. 

The civil career remains to be consi- 
dered. His Majesty the Emperor Peter the 
Great, of worthy memory, seeing the civil 
functions without good officers, and, as 

we may say , delivered up to needy per- 

5 



— ar- 
sons of low condition who ruined the 
exchequer, took the following measures : 
firstly, he ordered that the children of the 
nobility should make their apprentice- 
ship either in the colleges (i), for home 
affairs, or with the ministers for foreign 
affairs ; secondly, he reserved the office of 
secretary for the nobility; thirdly, he pres- 
cribed that civil appointments, whether in 
the residencies or in the provincial towns, 
should be given by election and by a majo- 
rity of votes; fourthly and lastly, those who 
had quitted the military profession, after 
long service, or on account of infirmities 
contracted during their service, received 
permission to enter into the civil, with the 
privilege of passing the winter on their es- 

(4) Name given by Peter I to the different government 
offices. 



tates, and of looking after their own affairs. 
Unfortunately hisMajestyhavingsoon after 
exchanged his earthly crown for a celestial 
one, these wise and useful measures, as well 
as many others, were abandoned, or had 
only a commencement (i). At the same 
time men without conscience, covetous 
and perfidiously selfish, taking advantage 
of the favourable opportunity and of the 
youth of the new sovereign , began , at 
first secretly, afterwards openly, to des- 
troy all the good institutions so happily 
commenced ; and even after the accession 
of the Empress Anne, now happily reign- 
ing, dared to renew their rash attempts, 
of which we have not yet seen the end (2). 

(J) The projects of a new code of laws, and of a uni- 
versity at Moscow, are of this number, 

(2) this is another allusion to the political events we 
have spoken of above. The young prince in question is 
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At present, children of noble birth pro- 
ceed from school to the army, and remain 
in the military service until age, decrepi- 
tude or drunkenness has rendered them 
unfit for it and opened to them the civil 
career. This is not the place to discuss how 
far such a measure is good ; what I assert 
and what will be easily granted to me, is 
that the civil service is the principal part 
in the organisation of a State. In fact what 
means is there of preserving good order 
without a good administration? And 
certainly this requires more intelligence 
and discernment than is necessary to a 
soldier to fulfil his duties. 

Above all be just in all things, forget- 
ting thy own interest, and remember 

Peter II, son of the unfortunate Alexis Petrovitch. He 
ascended the throne at the age of twelve. 
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this : those who enrich themselves at the 
expense of others fall into distress, and 
ill-gotten wealth will be scattered like 
dust, leaving nothing but a remorseful con- 
science behind it. Fraud with regard to 
the exchequer, whatever be the motive, 
will not fail to occasion immense evil to 
the culprit (i). Know, however, that a 

(4) This warning was doubtless present to the recol- 
lection of Eugraph on the occasion of the sad event 
which occurred in 4765, fifteen years after the death 
of his father. In I he very heart of the winter (9th. of 
December) a numerous crowd filled the public square in 
front of the palace of the Senate. A man was there 
tied to a stake, presenting to curious eyes a placard on 
which was traced in large characters : "Transgressor of 
the laws, forger of false letters of exchange. 11 The name 
of the culprit was Basil Tatistchef. Convicted of the 
crime, he was condemned to receive the punishment of 
the knout and to have one hand amputated. Cathe- 
rine II commuted this sentence. Deprived of his office 
of Executor of the Senate, and declared incapable of 
holding public office, Basil Tatistchef was condemned to 
suffer the ignominy of a public exposition during half 
5. 
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workman has a right to a just retribution, 
propprtioned to his task (i). 

On this subject I will relate what happen- 
ed to me on the occasion of the trial of 
Nikita Demidof, accused of embezzlement. 
This was in 1722. I cited for my justifi- 
cation the following maxim of the Apostle : 
Now to him that worketh, the reward is 
not reckoned according to grace, but 
according to debt. (Rom. iv, 4.) 

The cause was carried before the su- 
preme tribunal ; his Majesty ordered me 
to explain myself. When a cause, replied 
I, appears to me doubtful, and I have no 
interest in forwarding it, I drag it on 

an hour and a year of imprisonment, of which a fort- 
night was passed on a bread and water diet. ( Diet, 
of illustrious Men, by Bantyche-Ramienski, I. V, art. 
Tatistchef.) 

(4 ) This part of the mss. is somewhat obscure as well 
as what follows. 
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slowly, putting it off from one day to ano- 
ther, and so oblige the plaintiff to with- 
draw it at his own cost and expense, some- 
times pretty considerable. Moreover, the 
law requires that cases for examination fol- 
low the order of their registering, and thus 
it often happens that causes first in order 
are of little importance, while those later in 
date are so urgent that a delay of two or 
three days may occasion a loss of many 
thousand roubles, a thing frequent enough 
in the lawsuits of merchants. It is evident 
in this case that the law is in some degree 
the culprit and the accomplice, and conse- 
quently if I see that my trouble will not be 
lost, I make it profitable to myself as well 
as to my client, persuaded as I am that 
neither divine justice, nor that of your 
Majesty, can condemn this manner of 
acting. All that, returned Peter I, is very 
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true and very innocent when we have to 
do with honest people, but it would be 
dangerous to permit it to men without 
conscience, their good offices in fact 
would be only constraint adroitly dis- 
guised. In this case, replied I, it is best 
to pardon the culprit. — This fact shows 
thee the necessity of being just. 

There are haughty men who appear to 
confer too much honour on their clients 
when they admit them into their presence, 
and who are very little disposed to listen 
to a poor suppliant for aid and counsel. 
This is not acting right. At my house, even 
if I were in bed, the door was open to every 
one, and though sometimes importuned 
for trifles at unreasonable hours, I still 
rendered service to those who asked it. 

Intercessors and counsellors are per- 
sons to be distrusted, lest they should lead 



into the paths of injustice. How many 
times have I seen wives , confidential 
friends, and even servants corrupt the 
judge, and .the fraud discovered, be the 
first to ridicule his simplicity ? Above 
all, avoid all familiarity with thy subal- 
terns (secretaries or scribes) ; let them do 
nothing without thy consent, and ask no 
service from them, so as not to be go- 
verned by them. Listen to their advice 
without being in a hurry to follow it, as 
if they were oracles ; far from that, after 
having heard them, ask the advice of 
others, and in every case never follow 
their counsels without modifying some- 
thing either in the main point, or in the 
manner of execution, in order that they 
may regard thee as a man capable of acting 
alone and so remain in their position of 
inferiors. 
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VIII. 

The service of the court should hold the 
first rank. Firstly, because from the 
court (dvor) is derived the name of noble 
(dvorianin). Secondly, because the pla- 
ces are given in preference to persons high 
in rank and rich, and thus capable of 
heightening the magnificence of the court. 
Thirdly, and in short, because being so 
near the person of the sovereign, they re- 
ceive from him more favours and recom- 
penses, and are in a position to protect 
or injure, to inspire fear or confidence. 
Peter I, who made greatness consist in 
actions, regarded these functions as of 
small importance and the place he has 
assigned them in his Table of ranks is a 
proof of it. Rather let me say that they 



had but nominal existence in his eyes, and 
it was for form's sake only that the adju- 
tant-general, for instance, took also the 
title of chamberlain of his Majesty, and 
that the orderlies (dentschiks) were called 
chamberlains and pages. 

In our days , on the contrary, these 
gentlemen accumulate the dignities, sala- 
ries, and privileges that the hand of the 
sovereign distributes at his pleasure; but 
it is not for me to judge the matter. 
Only, in considering the lives and con- 
duct of courtiers, I counsel thee never 
to be ambitious of a career in which hypo- 
crisy, intrigue, flattery, envy and hatred 
reign paramount, in which vijce takes pre- 
cedence over virtue, in which some indi- 
viduals endeavour to base their happiness 
upon calumny and false reports, as if in 
ruining the innocent, they did not call 



sophy, mathematics , jurisprudent and 
other sciences? What do I say? T^e 
word of our Lord himself has it not been * 
commented upon and tortured in various 
ways by the adepts of different religions ? 
Some half-learned heterodox who scarcely 
knows the ftue sense of the .Holy; Books 
can pass in the eyes of the ignorant, hercl 
for a profound philosopher, a consume 
mate theologian 1 Leave then to the 
spiders the task of converting the juice of 
flowers into poison ; thou, prudent bee, 
shalt gather honey only for the delight 
of thy heart and of thy mind. This is 
what I wish for thee with all my heart; 
for thee and for all men of good-will. 

Thy affectionate father, 

Basil TATISTCHEF. 
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